
The County Council and the 
press have said “Libraries are 
saved”, but we say they are still 
under threat and cuts to 
services and posts are 
happening now: the future is 
risky.  
 
 

 
ROSEHILL READERS are a campaigning group seeking to keep our 
libraries owned, run and managed by Suffolk County Council. 
 

In December 2011 the County Council pushed through plans to divest 

themselves of the responsibility for the libraries, ignoring public 

views: 

 37,000 people in Suffolk signed a petition opposing the plans 

 80% of the 4,000 respondents to the council’s consultation said 
don’t change the way libraries are run! 

 Only 2.6% said volunteers/community groups should run Suffolk 

libraries 

What the County Council's plan will mean:  

 An Industrial and Provident Society (IPS) has been set up (at a 
cost of over £500,000) to provide a countywide library service. The 
IPS Board is made up of people appointed by the County Council 
and members from library community groups. The IPS Board is 
independent from the County Council and will have charitable 
status. The IPS will be outside of the County Council's scrutiny and 
internal audit policies and procedures. 

 Volunteers will be running Suffolk's libraries - eventually 44 
unelected community groups will be responsible for running local 
libraries and their representatives will run the IPS.  

 A 95% library grant from the County Council is guaranteed for only 
2 years. What happens after that? 

 Libraries will be expected to find 5% annually of their funding via 
"trading" and fundraising activities. 

 Library staff will no longer be employed by the County Council but 
by the IPS. 

 The Mobile Library Service will be reduced from 2 weekly to 4 
weekly, with half the Mobile Library vehicles being sold 

Information from Suffolk Libraries 2011 Best Value Evaluation Report, 
available online at: 
http://suffolkreads.onesuffolk.net/assets/Uploads/20111108LibrariesEvalu
ationReport.pdf  

 

Rosehill Readers argue that this risky experiment with our much-
loved and respected library service should be stopped before it is 
too late.  

Yes, times are hard but our library service survived the Great War, the 
Depression and the Second World War – why does it need to be 
sacrificed now?  

We need a professionally run, publicly funded service now, as much as 
we ever did. 

How you can help  

 Contact your local County Councilor to give your views. Find them at 
http://www.writetothem.com or Tel: 01473 583000 

 Follow the latest news and information on our websites: 
http://rosehillreaders.wordpress.com 

 E-mail us with your contact information and 
views:saverosehill@gmail.com 

 Follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/saverosehill 

http://rosehillreaders.wordpress.com/

